Primary carcinoma of the mastoid bone.
The diagnosis of carcinoma primary in the mastoid bone is usually made while performing a mastoidectomy in an effort to control presumed chronic mastoiditis. The association of chronic infection, serosanguineous otorrhea, and severe otalgia, common warning signs of carcinoma of the middle ear or external auditory canal, may or may not be present with a carcinoma primary in the mastoid bone. If the amount of bony mastoid destruction seen by roentgenography is out of proportion to the degree of clinical infection, malignancy should be strongly suspected. The authors present a case of primary carcinoma of the mastoid bone, and review the diagnosis and treatment.